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Ohio Solar Projects Update 

This afternoon, the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) approved the siting permit for the Willowbrook Solar Farm. This 
project is being developed by Open Road Renewables and will be located in Highland County. The Willowbrook Solar 
Farm is separate from the Highland Solar project being developed by Hecate Energy, but both projects would bring clean 
energy to Appalachian Ohio and help to improve Ohio’s economy. With the Willowbrook project now certified, 
supporters of these rural Ohio solar projects from across the state continue to encourage the Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio (PUCO) to approve American Electric Power (AEP) Ohio’s application to make these projects come to life.  Final 
legal briefs in that case were filed last week.   

AEP Ohio’s legal documents detailed the importance of these projects for the local communities:  

“Failing to recognize or consider these benefits would be a mistake. This proposal will help a struggling region of our 
state advance and flourish with the development of twenty-first century renewable resources. The Appalachian region 
of Ohio desperately needs help, both economic and societal, and here before this Commission is an opportunity to 
provide such assistance with a project that Ohioans clearly want and need.”  

Doug Herling, Director of Business Development at Open Road Renewables, shared the following statement regarding 
the case approved today by the OPSB:  

"We are pleased with today's issuance of the Certificate by the Ohio Power Siting Board. This is a notable step forward 
and we look forward to the PUCO's upcoming decision on the finding of need for the Renewable Energy Purchase 
Agreement (“REPA”) with AEP Ohio. The PUCO's finding of need and subsequent approval of that agreement will result 
in significant investment in Appalachian Ohio, resulting in hundreds of jobs and meaningful tax revenue benefiting the 
schools and local community."  

A solar informational session will be held tonight, Thursday, April 4 from 6-8 p.m. at Whiteoak Jr./Sr. High School 
located at 44 N. High St., Mowrystown. The meeting will provide residents with a better understanding of the timeline 
and process for the AEP Ohio proposal and answer questions about solar power in general. More information can be 
found by searching Solar Info Session on Facebook. 

Confirmation of PUCO Chair 

Sam Randazzo, who was appointed by Gov. Mike DeWine as chair of the PUCO earlier this year, was confirmed by the 
Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities committee on Tuesday and will take his seat April 11, 2019 after a final vote by 
the full Senate. In his position as chair, Mr. Randazzo will lead the PUCO while it decides whether to approve the REPAs 
for the two solar projects mentioned above. These projects represent the largest proposed clean developments in 
Ohio’s history, and the decision will likely be one of the first cases Mr. Randazzo will decide. Mr. Randazzo came under 
fire after his appointment for his past positions opposing clean energy progress in the state. During his recent 
confirmation hearing, when asked about his position on clean energy projects by state Senator Sandra Williams, Mr. 
Randazzo replied in part:  

“As a commissioner of the PUCO, I don’t have a view for or against particular technologies. PUCO’s responsibility is to 
make sure we’re offering reliable service that’s cheap enough to accomplish things we want to accomplish as a civil 
society.”  

Mr. Randazzo was previously general counsel for the Industrial Energy Users and practiced before the PUCO. Dennis 
Deters has also been selected by Governor DeWine to fill the final remaining vacancy on the PUCO board. He is currently 
an acting commissioner and will go before the same Senate committee in the near future for his confirmation.   

  

http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=18-1024
https://www.facebook.com/events/2552679918094627/

