
 

 

 

January 14, 2019 

PUCO to make critical decision regarding Ohio’s renewable energy future 

Tomorrow marks the start of the evidentiary hearing at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) offices on 
American Electric Power (AEP) Ohio’s long-term forecast report about its historic renewable energy proposal. The 
projects include 400 MW of solar powered generation to be located in Highland County in Ohio’s Appalachian Region. 
Hearings are expected to last approximately two weeks.  

In the coming days, AEP and intervening parties will produce expert witnesses before the PUCO attorney examiner to 
discuss the largest clean energy project in Ohio’s history.  

The agenda and suggested witness order is outlined below. Case filings are available here. The proceeding will take place 
at 180 E. Broad Street in hearing room 11-A, beginning tomorrow morning at 10:00 a.m. Witness order is continuous 
except for those individuals testifying on a date certain. 

Date Witness 

Tuesday, 1/15/19  
(hearing day ending at 5:30 p.m.) 

Allen – AEP 

Bletzacker – AEP (if time permitting) 

Wednesday, 1/16/19 Bletzacker – AEP 

Ali – AEP (date certain) 

Torpey – AEP (if time permitting) 

Thursday, 1/17/19 Torpey – AEP 

Horner – AEP (date certain) 

Fry – AEP (date certain) 

Friday, 1/18/19 Buser – AEP 

LaFayette – AEP 

Goggin – Sierra Club (date certain) 

Stebbins – Sierra Club (date certain) 

Tuesday, 1/22/19 Rinebolt – OPAE 

Dormady – OCC 

Sioshansi – OCC 

http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?Caseno=18-0501&link=DIVA


 
Haugen – IGS 

Rengstorf – IGS 

White – IGS 

Wednesday, 1/23/19 Lesser – OCC (date certain) 

Lacey – OCC (date certain) 

Rever – IGS (date certain) 

Leanza – IGS 

Seryak – OMA 

Thursday, 1/24/19 Murray – IEU 

Brown – Coal Association 

Cope – Coal Association 

Medine – Coal Association 

Friday, 1/25/19 Burcat – MAREC (date certain) 

Bieber – Kroger (date certain) 

Benedict – PUCO Staff 

Siegfried – PUCO Staff 

 

Following the hearing, the five PUCO commissioners will decide whether these projects are needed to: stabilize and 
reduce customers’ electricity bills, diversify our generation mix, promote economic development, help the state prepare 
for future environmental safeguards against pollutants such as carbon, and bring jobs to Ohio’s Appalachian region.   

The AEP solar project has brought together stakeholders from across the state who believe in using renewable energy to 
improve our economy and improving Appalachia Ohio. In fact, the project has wide support from diverse organizations 
on both sides of the aisle, including coal representatives, large businesses and small entrepreneurs, economic 
development groups, residential consumers, environmental groups, the education community, religious leaders, 
parents, residents of Appalachia and military veterans.   

For example, during a December 4, 2018, press conference, speakers expressing support included: 

• Evan Blumer, project director, Appalachian Ohio Solar Jobs Network 
• Alan Stockmeister, board member, Foundation for Appalachian Ohio 
• Chris Allwein, executive director, Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
• Mark Johnson, executive secretary, Tri-State Building and Construction Trades Council 
• Randy Drewyor, treasurer, Bright Local Schools 
• Matt Evans, president, Boich Companies 
• Dan Sawmiller, Ohio Energy Policy Director, Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

Watch highlights of their comments in support here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba5dKsYLROo&feature=youtu.be


 
As additional background, during the December 4, 2018, hearing of public testimony related to AEP’s long-term forecast 
report, approximately 200 people attended to show support of this case and 57 individuals and organizations orally 
testified in support. (See transcript.) No one spoke out in opposition.  This was the only public hearing the PUCO has 
scheduled in this case and demonstrates significant public support for renewable energy, as expressed in other PUCO 
public hearings in recent years.  

This support has been recognized the Commission. When the PUCO unanimously approved the stipulation that led to 
these project proposals, Chairman Haque recognized this customer support for more renewable energy in a Concurring 
Opinion where he stated: “I simply cannot ignore what I have witnessed to be overwhelming consumer sentiment to add 
renewable energy to our generation mix. AEP, the largest owner of coal-fired generation in this state recognizes that. 
And if AEP recognizes it, along with numerous stakeholders that have signed the stipulation, then I’m on board too!” 

Commissioner Trombold issued her own concurrence in that case and stated that: “In short, the Commission concludes 
that Ohio consumers will benefit from several items in the Stipulation such as provisions that will result in grid 
modernization and more renewables.” 
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