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Updates on AEP Ohio’s Appalachian Solar Project 

The legal proceeding regarding the largest proposed clean energy project in Ohio’s history is complete. The Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) will now review the case and make a final decision. There’s no defined timeframe 
on when a decision could be reached.  

This project initially began in 2015 when AEP Ohio committed to bringing competitively priced renewable energy and 
solar manufacturing jobs to Appalachian Ohio.   As an electric utility invested heavily in coal, AEP Ohio recognized its 
customers’ demand for more renewable energy and joined an agreement between the company, PUCO Staff, 
environmental groups and others to begin meeting that demand.  

These projects have garnered a lot of diverse support.  Thousands of comments have been filed with the PUCO, and 
more have testified in person at public hearings; all of them in support. This week, AEP Ohio and other stakeholders had 
an opportunity to formally counter the arguments advanced by opponents of the project, such as the Ohio Coal 
Association and the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel. Key components of these final arguments include: 

• The PUCO Staff position makes clear that “need” determinations include more than a simple analysis of 
projected capacity and demand.  The General Assembly requires the Commission to consider policies such as 
conservation, strengthening the economy, regional development and protecting of health and safety in 
determining statewide and regional needs for energy.   

• The state’s Renewable Portfolio Standards is not a cap on the amount of renewable energy that can and should 
be developed in the state.  In fact, the General Assembly required the Commission to strategize how to use 
renewable energy to meet the state’s electricity needs “in a manner that considers available technology, costs, 
job creation, and economic impacts.” 

• AEP Ohio customers continue to overwhelmingly support the solar project proposal.  
 

Related News 

Dr. Paul Turner with Hecate Energy provided testimony to the House Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
Energy Generation on Tuesday, March 26 where he discussed the benefits of solar power projects in Ohio.    

Highlights from Dr. Turner’s testimony include: 

• Utility-scale solar power is now fully competitive with other major sources of generation and plays an integral 
role in promoting a reliable and cost-effective grid.  

• Economists have estimated that the 400MW solar project creates or sustains nearly 3,900 full-time and part-
time direct and indirect jobs in addition to 150 direct supply chain jobs.  

• The AEP solar project provides a chance for revitalization of rural counties, and new revenues for hard-pressed 
school districts.  The solar supply chain has connections to traditional Ohio-based businesses, such as steel 
galvanizing, battery storage, and glass making.   

• When utility scale solar takes its seat alongside other major power sources, the diversity of available generation 
options is enhanced and the price volatility that can result from excessive reliance on any single source of 
electricity is reduced.   

 

On March 25, Gov. Mike DeWine appointed former judge Dennis Deters as a new PUCO commissioner. Deters is 
DeWine’s second appointee since taking office, appointing Sam Randazzo as chair of the Commission earlier this year.  
Mr. Randazzo was previously general counsel for the Industrial Energy Users and practiced before the PUCO.  He will 
take his new seat on April 11.  Of the 5 Commissioners that will decide this case, two are republicans, two are 
independents and one is a democrat.  The PUCO cannot consist of more than three from any one political party.   

https://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=18-1392&x=0&y=0


 
Community Engagement Opportunities 

Over the past couple of months, Highland County residents have participated in two public hearings regarding the 
proposed projects where the majority of attendees expressed their support. The latest Ohio Power Siting Board public 
hearing was held on Tuesday, March 19 and discussed the proposed 300-megawatt solar project by Hecate Energy. On 
February 19, a public hearing was held with representatives from Open Road Renewables. The company discussed its 
plan and process of developing a 100-megawatt Willowbrook solar farm.  Both projects are planned for development in 
Highland County.  

A solar informational session will be held next Thursday, April 4 from 6-8 p.m. at Whiteoak Jr./Sr. High School located at 
44 N. High St., Mowrystown. The meeting will provide residents with a better understanding of the timeline and process 
for the AEP Ohio proposal and answer questions about solar power in general. More information can be found by 
searching Solar Info Session on Facebook. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/events/2552679918094627/

